
Abstract:  

 

India is one of the most water-stressed countries in the 

world. However, despite an appreciable increase in 

funding for water research, high-quality science, that is 

usable by stakeholders remains elusive. 

 

There is an urgent need for "use-inspired" research on 

questions that actually matter to stakeholders, trans-

disciplinary research, and empirical primary data on 

fundamental science questions. But what does such 

research entail? What do we understand, what 

questions still remain to be answered? 

 

Finally, how does science actually translate into policy 

and practice? What are the policy levers or game 

changers and how do we ensure that scientific research 

actually informs efforts to adopt them. 
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